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SUBJECT: SHABA DEVELOPMENTS: JUNE 7,1978 

1. MILTARY SITUATION: NO HOSTILITIES REPORTED. AT THE 

END OP THE DAY ON JUNE 6, US AIR FORCE AND POREIGN CIVILIAN 
CHARTER PLANES HAD BROUGHT ABOUT 1250 MOROCCANS INTO 
SHABA AND PICKED UP 361 PRENCH LEGIONNNAIRES AND THEIR 
EQUIPMENT POR THE RETURN TRIP TO CORSICA. THE 1 1 C-I4I'S 
WHICH LANDED AT LUBUMBASHI ON MJUNE 6 CARRIED LOADS DIVIDED 
ALMOST EVENLY BETWEEN AMMUNITION AND FOODSTUPPS POR 
THE MOROCCANS. 

2. COLONEL GRAS HEAD OP PRENCH MILITARY TEAM SAID THAT 
LAST LEGIONNAIRES TO DEPART WOULD BE THE 150 WHO HAVE 
BEEN STATIONED IN KOLWEZI. GRAS SAID THEY WOULD REMAIN 
UNTIL THE MOROCCANS COULD TAKE THEIR PLACE. AT CEREMONEY 
ON JUNE 6,PRESIDENT MOBUTU PRSENTED SHABA 

II CAMPAIGN DECORATIONS TO COLONEL GRAS AND OTHER 
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LEGIONNNAIRES. 

3. PRENCH AMBASSADOR ROSS AT CEREMONY POR LEGION 
NAIRES STATED PRIVATELY THAT AFTER HIS PEW DAYS IN 
SHABA HE WAS CONVINCED THAT EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY HAD 
CALMED DOWN AND WAS NOW WILLING TO ACCEPT PAN AFRICAN 
FORCE INPLACE OP LEGIONNAIRES. OTHER OBSERVERS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


STATED THAT IT WAS PEHAPS TOO SOON TO MAKE SUCH 
AN ASSESSMENT. 

4. KOLWEZI. TEAMFROM GECAMINES/LUBUMBASHI WHICH 
HAD BEEN MAKING DAILY VISITS TO KOLWEZI TO ASSIST 

IN OPERATIONS WAS TURNED BACK AT KOLWEZI AIRPORT ON 
JUNE 6 BY LOCAL MILITARY OFFICIALS WHO SAID THEIR 
VISITING PERMITS SIGNED BY LUBUMBASHI MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
WERE NO LONGER VALID. IT REMAINS UNCLEAR WHETHER 
THIS IS MINOR MISUNDERSTANDING POART OF MILITARY STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN SEPARATE UNITS OVER CONTROL OF ACCESS TO 
KOLWEZI, OR STEP IN GOVERNMENT EFFORT TO SHOWLHAT 
GCM KOLWEZI OPERATIONS DO NOT NEED HEAVY EXPATRIATE 
GUIDANCE. GCM HAS ALSO PICKED UP REPORTS THAT THE CND 
IS PREPARING A LIST OF EXPATRIATES WHO WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO RETURN TO KOLWEZI BECAUSE THEY 
ARE TOO INVOLVED IN LOCAL AFFAIRS. 

5. ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KENNETH KAUNDA SPENT MOST OF 
JUNE 6 IN LUBUMBASHI. HE APPARENTLY TURNED DOWN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE MOBUTU PRESENT AWARDS TO DEPARTING 
LEGIONNAIRES AND TO VISIT SOME OF THE BATTLE AREAS. 

MEMBERS OF HIS CONSULATE STAFF SAID THAT ALL OF THE 
GROUP SESSIONS BETWEEN THE ZAMBIANS AND THE ZAIRIANS 
HAD BEEN VERY AMICABLE. THEY RELIEVED THAT KAUNDA'S BASIC 
MESSAGE WAS THAT THE SHABAN WAR WAS AN INTERNAL MATTER 
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AND THAT MOBUTU SHOULD SEEK RECONSILATION WITH THE 
DISAFFECTED REBEL GROUPS. THEY DOUBTED THAT KAUNDA 
WOULD TRY TO PLAY AN INTERMEDIARY ROLE OR HAD CARRIED 
ANY MESSAGES FROM ANGOLAN PRESIDENT NETO, POINTING OUT 
THAT AS FAR AS THEY KNEW IT HAD BEEN THE ZAIRIANS WHO 
REQUESTED AN URGENT MEETING. ONE OBSERVER SPECULATED 
THAT MOBUTU MAY HAVE BEEN MORE INTERESTED IN THE APPARENT 
SOLIDARITY WHICH COULD BE DERIVED FROM A MEETING WITH 
KAUNDA THAN WITH ANY SPECIFIC-AND MORE DIFFICULT 
TO OBTAIN-AGREEMENT. 
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